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/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 

Hello and welcome to my report. Firstly, I would like to thank everyone who helped out over the winter with 

the pool sessions. There is a lot of work involved in organising these sessions. The commitment of members 

who give up their time to coach is much appreciated. The open weekend was another big success and thanks to 

all those that helped out. There have been several river trips already this year that will be covered later in this 

newsletter. 

I have not held many committee meeting this year down to work commitments, making it very hard to find 

time to meet in the week. I have found it is better to hold the meeting at the lake on a Sunday. This cuts down 

on the travel cost to members and as most of the members are at the lake on a Sunday we get better attended 

meetings.  

The club will soon be holding the 2011 AGM and we will be looking for new members to come on to the 

ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŦŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀΩǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

nominees form will be posted on the club notice board at the end of August so please get your name on it. 

If you need to complete your star awards then please let us know so we can make arrangements. 

It is nice to see new members getting involved in the club. There are a number of events held at the lake with 

camp-overs throughout the year that need your support. 

There will be some trips coming up over the coming months and we would like to see these trips well attended. 

You know you will enjoy yourself, (in your boat), on the river. So come on book yourself on these trips. 

The water in the lake as gone down about 4 to 5 feet from Its normal level and we now have a beach to launch 

from. The club is looking at extending the jetty out further onto the lake so launching straight onto the water 

can resume.  

Progress 

Those of you that have been down to the lake recently will have 
noticed the new cabin have been painted and a decorative logo has 
been added.  New changing cubicles have been built into the rear 
cabin and all toilets are now connected and in use.  Discussions 
regarding running water have ensued, but it was decided that for 
the regular two hours per week the cost seemed excessive. 
 
Whatever you do this season, take care and have fun 
Bryan Marshall (Chairman) 
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Yarwell Mill Weekend ς 2011 

There is something strange going on.  This the first time in many a year that it has not rained whilst setting up 

ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ŀ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  aƳƳƳƳΣ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎΦ  /ŀƴ 5ŀǾŜ ΨǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƴΩ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ 

weather with such strange goings on? 

Greg was all set for his 2 Star ŀǿŀǊŘΣ ƘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŀ ǘǊƛǇΦ  ΨDǊŜƎΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ƴƛƎƘǘ ǇŀŘŘƭŜΩΦ  5ǳƭȅ ōǊƛŜŦŜŘ ŀƴd organised, dogs locked up, the intrepid explorers set off upstream towards 

Yarwell Mill lock.  A swift portage followed by a steady paddle upstream for one and a half miles.  On arriving at 

the weir, the regulars proceeded to limbo the foot bridge and shoot the weir but only after it had been 

ΨƛƴǎǇŜŎǘŜŘΩ ōȅ DǊŜƎ ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎǳŀǎƛƻƴΣ ŎŀƧƻƭƛƴƎΣ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ 

Levi was eventually prised down the weir.  Levi planning for the worstΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘƛǎΚ [ŜǾƛΣ ΨŎŀƴ L Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΩΚ   

Up and down, up and down.  Levi found a new level of passion for moving water.  Yes, there is a god. 

The Tee Pee was back for the second year with James chaperoning Greg, Levi and Ebony and, oh yes, the new 

Ǝǳȅ ΨDǳȅΩΦ  Dave brought his hammock stand.  No one saw that on the campsite price list. Bryan on the other 

hand, thinking he was Ray Mears, improvised.  Enter one car, one trailer and one hammock.  Suitably rigged 

between the car roof bars and the trailer, Bryan gingerly inserts himself in to the hammock, slowly he settled 

and settled and settled, slowly descending as the trailer was dragged ever closer towards the car.  Rethink me 

thinks.  Greg followed his well established routine (when not in a hammock), he curled up snug-as-a-bug next to 

his bed roll.  James, ΨƘƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΩΚ  sleeping bag NOT, towel, jacked spare jeans YES.  

Sorted. 

Up early, breakfast and get ready to paddle was the order of the day.  Well, get up, get some others up and get 

the rest up seemed the only way to proceed, especially for the newbies.  The military regime faltered there.  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǊǳǎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŜǘ ƻŦf later.  Sounds like a plan. 

5ŀǾŜ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘǎΣ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ Ǌŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨǎƘƻǳƭŘΩ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ моΥллΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƳƛȄǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛǘŜ 

cloud and bright spells for the rest of the weekend. 

After a one hour deferral the convoy of cars and trailer departs for Oundle.  Yes it is still drizzling.  Arriving at 

the still derelict pub (8 years now) the boats, kit and packed-

lunches are unloaded.  Whoa!  Where are Dave and Connor?  They 

must be caught in traffic.  Unload anyway.  All the kit disembarked, 

drivers ready to ferry the cars back to the campsite, where are Dave 

and Connor?  Hurray, here they are.  It transpires that they were sat 

in a steamed up car at the campsite waiting to depart.  Dave looked 

out of ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ƘŀŘ ƎƻƴŜΦ  ΨhƘ 

ŘŜŀǊΩ ƻǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜŘƛŎŀƳŜƴǘΣ 5ŀǾŜ 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ hǳƴŘƭŜΦ  hƘ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

end. 

Cars ferried, the driver return to the put-in, but where is everyone?  Echoing chatter could be heard, the group 

were hiding from the drizzle under the arches of the road bridge, good thinking Holmes. 

hƴǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴǿŀǊŘ όŘƻǿƴǎǘǊŜŀƳΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀŘύΦ  {ƻƻƴ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻǳǘ, the group settled into their own 

rhythms and micro-ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ  {ǘǊŀƴƎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ǿƛƴŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ όƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊύΦ  ¢ƘŜ dribble 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘŜǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ǇŀŘŘƭŜΦ 
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The first weir loomed and Jason and James soon realised that the 

water level was low and with a bit of ingenuity and lubrication, 

everyone could squeeze under the foot bridge and slide down a 

gentle weir.  Martin opted to take the dogs and the open boat 

round and over the fence.  After a short play the convoy 

proceeded. 

Levi found it difficult to drink in the scenery and the sense of 

occasion and fell into the trap of filling the void with incessant 

ŎƘŀǘǘŜǊΦ  Cƻƭƭƻǿ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŀƭƪǎΦ  YŜŜǇ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŀƴŘ 

ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŜƴŜǊȅΦ  ¢Ŝƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ tell me.  There were 

many sights to see and interesting sights were soon being divulged to Levi including; Heron, King Fisher, 

Cormorant, Baby Badger ς (dead and floating) and a Reed warbler. 

How far now? When is lunch? How far now?  How long have we paddƭŜŘΚ Iƻǿ ŦŀǊ ƴƻǿΚ  Ψ[ŜǾƛΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ 

ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ƭǳƴŎƘΩΣ [ŜǾƛΣ ΨL Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩΣ 5ŀǾŜ Ψ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜΣ ōƛƎƎŜǊΩΦ  Eventually, 

Fotheringhay church looms into view. 

As the flotilla meandered down the navigations and back waters, they encounter a handful of fisherman, who, 

on the whole were chirpy and willing to pass the time of day.  That is, until James and Jason approached 

Fotheringhay, where they encountered a chap encamped on the our annual point of egress.  James checked, no 

lines in the water, give him a wide berth anyway, and then; **@&*%$£$ a torrent of abuse and threats spewed 

ŦƻǊǘƘΦ  wŜŘ ǊŀƎ ǘƻ ŀ ōǳƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ WΩǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ōŜŜ-ƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƪ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨDŜǊƳŀƴ 

ǘƻǿŜƭΩ ōȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ōŜŀŎƘƘŜŀŘ for the rest of the straggling paddlers. 

/ŀƭƳ Řƻǿƴ WŀǎƻƴΣ ΨǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻƴŜΩ ŜǘŎΦ ŜǘŎΦ 

The group of veterans and novices made their way under the 

spreading chestnut tree to find respite from the drizzle.  The 

novices stood dripping wet trying to eat their packed banquet 

whilst squelching in a mixture of mud and cow pats.  The veterans, 

meanwhile, had dragged their boats under the tree, extracted their 

picnic hampers and had re-entered their boats, firmly fitting the 

Spraydecks to sit in the relative comfort of a dry cockpit.  Ahh, 

bliss.   

¶ 13:00 and time to move on and after a few nettle laden seal launches the group continued towards Elton. 

¶ 13:03 the rain stops, Dave checks his watch and Rob glares acknowledgement of the earlier prediction. 

Elton brings another backwater for the kayaks, a portage for the Canadian, Martin, Milo and Poppy, before the 

group reacquaint themselves on the main navigation.  Slowly onwards, spurred on with the sun and a gently tail 

wind.   

Next up, the dreaded Nassington weir, which holds daunting memories of past events.  On arrival is revealed 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ Ƙŀǎ Ǿŀǎǘƭȅ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƪƛƭƭŜǊΩ ōƻƛƭǎΦ  Wŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎ ƘŀŘ ǎƘƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƛǊ 

and were set up with safety lines ready for any eventuality.  One-by-one every kayak safely descends the weir 

and navigates away from the boil into the eddy on river left.  Now for the Open boat.  Martin has already 

dragged it, and Emma, unceremoniously onto the river bank.  Martin is already walking the dogs round to the 

eddy, but Emma is persuaded to shoot the weir solo.  Well, that was uneventful.  Safely loaded back in the 

boats the cluster of craft proceed. 
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A pleasant leisurely end to the 10 mile paddle and the group 

disperse to find a safe point of egress.  One-by-one the weary 

paddlers extricate themselves from the craft.  A few on the solid 

wooden jetty vacated by a Narrowboat, other utilising a rickety 

metal version with a loose leg.  Jason is half out of his boat when 

he realises that the platform is supported by legs and his boat his 

slowly disappearing between them.  He hangs  and hangs on but 

the boat slides  under the platform and Jason desperately clings to 

the ledge as his feet follow the boat.  Splash, he swims.  All the 

paddlers are now out, the dogs are out and . . . ǿƘŀǘΩǎ this? an Ice 

cream van.  Bomb burst, every one scatters in a mad search for cash.  Suitably equipped with rapidly melting 

cone, the weary paddlers stand round shivering, whether it is cold or fatigue it is hard to tell.  No ice-cream for 

Dave.  He finds a pork steak on the floor left over for lŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ōŀǊōŜǉǳŜΦ  DǊƻǎǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ Φ Φ Φ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƎƎƛŜ 

machine, Greg returns with a second, extra large cone, mmmm, healthy. 

A  veritable feast appears out of nowhere like the great Hall at 

Hogwarts.  Baked potatoes, garlic bread, steaks, kebabs, Diaper 

/ƘƛŎƪŜƴΣ ǎŀƭƳƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ǊƛŀƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ Daim bar Sauce, with chips, 

Haribo and anything else that would attach to the end a stick. 

Time for some fun, bring out the cricked bat and tennis ball.  You 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜŀǘ ŀ ǎǇƻǘ ƻŦ 

French cricket after 

a great day on the 

water.  Some had 

not played it before, whilst some thought it was the French 

Cricket World Cup, hence a varied level of commitment to the 

games and a few close calls involving bat and teeth.  The 

enthusiasm was so high, the tennis ball eventually split.  Oh well!  

22:00 time for a spot of Frisbee.  Well it does glow in the dark, 

but make sure you keep your eye on it! 

Another Yarwell Mill Weekend completed, the weather was all-in-all very kind to us and some more newbies 

christened on a very pleasant 10 mile river trip. 

 
 CLUB CLOTHING 

 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ Ŏƭǳō ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ and other merchandise is available 
Check out the web-site for further details at 

http://www.newarkcanoeclub.org.uk/Shop.htm  

All profits go back into club funds. 

 
 

 
Committee meeting on 10th July 2011  
 

http://www.newarkcanoeclub.org.uk/Shop.htm
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Committee Meeting - held at Thurlby lake at 4.30pm 

Apologies were received from Roger Davis, David Ditcham, Sheena Baggaley 

The minutes of the last committee meeting were signed by Bryan Marshall and placed on the club notes board. 

¶ David Ditcham was concerned that the level of club members was dropping.  He would like to see it 

return to 100 or the club may have to look at increasing the membership fees.  

o In reply, David Priestly was not concerned at the level of membership as it stands at about 65 

at present. The only out going was the lease for the lake of some £1600 a year.  He also 

reported there were plenty of new members joining the club and that we have also made over 

£2000 on different events, which the club as attended and hosted. 

o It was decided that we would look at all the fee over the next months and any proposals will be 

put forward at the AGM. 

¶ Abby suggested that Emma Palmer may have some tape that could be use to make some new straps 

for the small BA.  Some of the small BA has these missing.   

o The committee agreed that this should be looked in to. 

¶ Coaching, It was suggested by the committee that there should be a notice board put up on the lake 

side on a Sunday, displayed the one star syllabus for members to follow.  

o William Stedman said that he would look into this?  

o It was also suggested that the club coaches should arrange some courses on a Sunday. This 

should be advertised at the lake and on the club forum. This could be a series of work shops 

covering the training syllabus.   

o When the coaches are running there sessions it was suggested that some of the more 

competent members should monitor the supervised area on a Sunday. 

¶ Bryan Marshall, asked that all coaches should complete the online child protection course by the end 

of this year. This course can be found on the BSC web siteΦ LŦ ŀƴȅ ƻƴŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŀǎ 

Bryan, he can forward you the link. 

o Bryan as also asked for a copy of the certificate,( for the club records) from the coaches when 

they have completed the course.  

¶ There are a growing number of people just driving round the lake on a Sunday that are not members of 

the club. Bryan suggested the club should look in to the possibility of fitting a barrier or gate across the 

road to prevent this. 

o Bryan is to look into this and get a quote. 

¶ Mark Driffill  will arrange a club trip to the coast in September or October and will come back to the 

Ŏƭǳō ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŀǘŜΩǎΦ 

¶ The chairman is to arrange the next meeting at the end August when the nominees for the AGM will be 

posted. 

Meeting closed at 17.05pm 

 
 
 
 
Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, but when they lit a fire in the craft, it sank, proving once again that 
you can't have your kayak and heat it 
 
source: http://www.jokebuddha.com/Kayak/ 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU! 

 
There are many new members who have joined the club this year.  

Why not drop me a line and introduce yourself through the 

newsletter.  Your profile could appear here. 

 

 
              
 
 

bƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΗ 

 

This is your newsletter, what would you like to see in it?  Please send suggestions and any reports, 

good news, items for sale etc to editor@newarkcanoeclub.org  

 

     Closing date for next edition 1 November 2011 

 

 

Whatever you get up to this season, be safe and have fun. Thanks go to all those who have contributed 

to this edition and I look forward to receiving lots of news items from you all in the coming year. 

 

Best wishes 

D ave 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out the new Club Postcards ς Why not send them to family and friends to help promote your club. 

Chairman: Bryan Marshall 

chairman @newarkcanoeclub.org.uk  

 

Membership Secretary: David Priestley  

membership@newarkcanoeclub.org.uk 

 

News Editor: Dave Priestley 

editor@newarkcanoeclub.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:editor@newarkcanoeclub.org

